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What is claimed is: 



1 . The use of compounds of the formula 1 



R 1 [([CHJ, - O) - (A-0) n - (B-0) m - R2 



where 

R 1 

R 2 

A 

B 

k 

(n+m) 

q 
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is an aromatic radical having from 6 to 18 carbon atoms 
is hydrogen, Ci- to C-|8-alkylpr C6- to Cis-ary' 
is an ethylene radical 
is an isopropylene radical 
is zero, 1 or 2 

is a number from 3 to 20,/where n is at least 1, and 
is 2, 3 or 4, 

and where, when m ahd n are both greater than zero, the 
sequence of ethylene and propylene units is random 



as a base oil for formulating lubricants 

2. The use as claimed 
the formulae 




(3a) 




wherein R may be compounds of 



OH 



OH 




( ■ 
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(CH^-OH 




HO-(CH 2 ) k - 

(CH^-OH (CH 2 ) k -OH 
(4a) (4b) 
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H 2 ) k (CH 2 ) k -OH 




HO-(CH 2 ) k (CH 2 ) k> OH 
(4c) 



(5) 



/ 



HO-(CH2) k - 



(CHA-OH 



C(CH 3 ) 5 



(6d) 



\ 



5 or R is a compound of the formula 



HO-(CH 2 ) k (j- ] 




(CH 2 ) r OH 



(7) 



in which each of the -OH or -(CH2)k-OH substituents may be at any 
position on the particular ringjand the substituents of the formula -(CH2)k- 
OH may occur once or twice on each of the aromatic rings. 

3. The use as claimed in claim 1 and/or 2, wherein R 1 is derived from 
resorcinol (1,3-dihydroxybenzene) or pyrogallol (1,2,3-trihydroxybenzene). 

4. The use as claimed ijone or more of claims 1 to 3, wherein the sum 
(m+n) is from 2 to 9. 



5. The use as claimed ir 
20 alkyl radical having from 1 tc 



one or more of claims 1 to 4, wherein R 2 is an 
12 carbon atoms. 



/ 



WO 03/WW641 



PCT/EP03/01928 



12 



6. The use as claimed in one or more of claims 1 to 5, wherein m is 
zero. 

7. The use as claimed in one or mo$£ of claims 1 to 6, wherein k is 
5 zero. 

8. A compound of the formula I where is a C<|- to Ci8-alkyl or C6- to 
Ci8-aryl group. 



10 9. A refrigerant for refrigerating machines, heat pumps and related 
units, for instance air conditioning units, which contains between 80 and 
100% by weight of a compound of the formula 1 . 



